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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


W FL LL EA M 
Earl of Derby, Lord of Man, and 
the I/ls, &c. 


My Lord, 
JW Have been Perſwaded by ſome Private Friends that 
| [| the Publication of the following Diſcourſe is not at 
this time of day to be declind. Some People will, 
doubtleſs,. be angry, that their foul Play is brought upon 
the Stage,and thus openly taxt. For this reaſon,1 am bold 
to engage Your Lordſhip in my Intereſts, and. to ſhelter 
m Jalf under Your Great and Honourable Name. Your 
Hou will (1 hope) the more eaſily pardon me herein, 
ſince Your own Intereſt alſo is not a little concernid. It is 
not my Diſpoſition ts expoſe any Mans Miftake, whilſt it 
keeps in doors, and contains its ſelf within any bounds of 
Modeſty and Privacy. In this caſe,certainly 'tis better to 
mourn for 1 it in ſecret,at moſt to rebuke it in a Corner. But 
when "tis made Notorious ; when it boldly ſtares us in the 
Face and is avow'd for Truth, when an Error, which one 
would have bop'd was an'unwilling One \is Suppor ted by a- 
nother, which muſt be Confeft and Believ'd a wilful Ons : 
That is, when the Presbyterian Government (or Congre- 
A.'2. gational: 


Ca fo ib fred 1th 4 TI. q 
"57 . By. 4 af "409 
* I. 0 I Lf 
hy » > 3 5 #8 — i. + 


The Epiſtle, &«. 
gational, I can't tell which)is publickly maintain'd by aText 
of Scripture manifeſtlyCorrupted, ſurely 'tis high time then 
to make theWorldSenſible of the Artifice. 1 had ſome Years 
beforeDiſcover'd the FalſeReading bere ſpoken of but hell 
my peace. At length,wben 1 found that the Corruption, like 
a Gangren,had ſpread its ſelf into ſeveral Editions of the 
Bible bere mEngland,and;God knows, how many inScot- 
land, and there vouch't forGoed,T could not prevail with 
my ſelf to be filent any longer, and: 1 hape the ſame Good 
Zeal will InSþire Your Honour with a Reſolution to Di/- 
countenance ſuch Injuries Offer 'd unto the Holy Word q 
God. Nor # this the only Inſtance of the kind. In theDiſ- 
ſenters Petition for Peace above years ſince, Acts 15. 

1 8. v, # thus cited----To lay upon you nogreater 
burden than neceſlary things, that ſmall word theſe: 
being cunningly left out meerly to ſupport their Propoſition, 
4p pb | Mr. B--- who drew upthbePetition,and ſmce has bien pub- 
cepred by Iickly charg d for thus abuſing the Scripture,tho' he forgot 

Nr. Hock not to Acquaint us With the moſt trivial,yea ridiculous, Paſs 

ate Vi- | OPEN . : 

car of ſages of his Life, yet had not the Ingenuity to confeſs bis 

Halifax. Frrror, nor yet the Courage toPaliate it with any Excuſe. 
MyLord,! have nowdone, after 1 ſhall have made a pub- 
lick Acknowledgment, as I now do, of the many great ſin- 
gular Favours receiv'd from Your Honour thro” the Courſe 
of allmoſt thirty years Service, and have alſo farther af- 
jur'd Tou, that I am as in Duty bound, ot 


Right Honourable, nid 
Your Lordſhips, Moſt Humble, 

and Moſt Obedient Servant, and | 

Chaplain, 7 HO. GIPPS. 
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| Prov. XXX. 6. .V. 


Add. not thou unto his Word left he re- 


prove thee, and thoube found a Liar, 


HE Argument I am about to treat of 

. Js weighty, and.not eaſily eompriz'd 

in one fingle Diſcourſe. It will there- 

fore concern me to  balband my time as chrif- 

tily as may be, and chiefly to lay aſide all 
tho hes of further Preface. 

The Text is a Negative Precept forbidding 
all manner of Corrupting the. Holy Scriptures, 
and that'under a double Caution : 

1, Leſt God reprove thee for it, a terrible In- 
tmation. 

_ . 2« Leſt thou be fond a Liar, One of the moſt 
deteſtable Sins in the ſight both of God and 


Man. That by. His Word is meant the Word 


of God is manifeſt from the Verſe foregoing--- 
Every Ward of God.is. pure, Then ic follows---- 
Add net thon unto bis Word, i- e. to.the Word of 
God. That wear this day are to underſtand 
hereby the written Word or Scriptures is not 
tobe. queſtion'd., there ging. now. ag: othec 

Word: of God; butthatjwhich 
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| Jt yis written for,our x cr. 10: 
Tytrndtion,upe whom the endr of the world. are come. * *- 
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When the Prophet Agur ſys MAP He rf 

be: fapply/d thus, - neither | diltinilh' frortilche 
Word. . For ſothe Parallel placesid the Mxt- 


Deu:.4-2. gent, do warrant, Ne ſhall not add unto —_ 
&12.32. neither ſball- Je. diminſ ought fr oy its Fw iy 


ndt add thereunto neitber dininiÞÞ front; hi 
ſes. ro-che- Iſraelites 5) Fot wg em Spirit $54 
not always expreſs things to the full, but leaves 
**m oft times to be made up out of [ores ather 
plates; hinting here but briefly. wharelſewhere 
heimore fully 'ſers forth: '' For 'which redfon 
therefore I would read, the Texr thus; /:444' not 
thou imfo bis FPord,neither dimitiſh ought fromi it. And 
then, (as 1 ſaid) the Text! istevelf d agaioft all 
manctice of Cortapti the of; One Emi- 
nent Inſtance'of which Thilbproduce dy'and 
by, the.chief Realonwuf mi y undertaking ehis 
ShbjecR. will confige'my a uato the:Pre- 
F Wit in handlio whiredfe my merhodthiltt be: 
| 4'T j yore be Ca : 
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Far, ia-this conſiſts the very Office andDaty of 
& Preacher, and Explainer of: the Scripture. 
And this I plead for my ſufficient Warrant in 
taking the liberty of ſupplying theText out of 
otherParallelPlaces,as you ſee I have done. 2.Ic 
is not diminiſhing from the Word, when we 0-. 
mit the Hebrew Titles of the*P/alms 3 'Nor is it 
adding to the Word when we prefix the L atine 
Titles to'em..Þ. | 


There was oflate a Gentleman whe in de- 34. b: 
fence of Noncanformiſts alledg'd againſt-the 24" i 
eftablifht Worſhip. © That in the Pala uſed Cluny 
« in theLiturgy areleft out the Antient Hebrew 24ze 43: 


<< Titles, which are (ſays be) Original and Parts 
« of the H. Scripture, having a tendency to- 
<« wards the unfolding the Myſteries therein 
<« contain:d. And he quarrelsat the LatineTitles 
prefixt thereunto. Bur it were well it the 
Diffenters, whole Cauſe he pleads, would firſt 
prove that. thoſe  z7ebrew Titles are Original 
and Effential. Parts of the Holy Scripture, and 
then if.they are ſo, that they would-give us a 
Reaſon why in that very Tranſlation, which 
they.approyeand make uſc of, thole Original 
Titles are indeed retain'd ; but in the Hebrew 
Language ſtillin many? /abns and yaintelligi- 
ble ta the People 3 or why the Tranilation:of 
*<nvinto-plain Zngliſh, is not always placed at 
the headiof the P/olm, but often cal hs ON, 
TAITOrY . a8 > 0 ng = 


(4) 


Margent, as if 'they wereſomething elſethan 
Scripture ;neither of which oughe.to be,if theſe 
Titles be'part of, and {o uſeful rowards,the un- 
folding the Senſe of theP/alm. And hereupon1 
alk whether this is not a ſufficient Intimartion, 
that they are not of a Certainty, what they are: 
confidently aftirm's to be, Y:z. Original; - I 
would moreover be refoly'd what thole My- 
ſeries are which thoſe Hebrew Titles do unfold: 
Whether theDiſſenters read 'em to their Con- 
gregations, and if they. do, whether the People 
are one jot the wiſer or underſtand the Myſte- 
ries of thePſalter,ever a whit the better for 'em. 
Laſtly, I deſire to know, why they donor affix. 
'<m, or rather the Tranſlation of .'em to the 
1 Metre front of the Pſalms. Burt it they deſire ro be ex- 
% pak caſed thefe ſmaller faults,be ir ſo yer, Aquum eſt 
'em: All peccatis veniam poſcentes reddere rurſus. 
«fg thentheWorld "9.1 hgw ne this Author 
ine, y fought not an occaſion ot quarrel againſt us: 
the ares and: yer found none, except: what: involves his 
7 wee own Party inthe ſame condemnation. As for 
b-Pſakns the Latine Titles they are(any one may know,) 
but the firſt words of every:P/alm, and (o by 
conſequence undoubted Parts of: Scripture, as 
edifying too as the ZebrewTicles;are. In ſhort, 
%a the That they are borrow'd from the Romaniſts,may 
wh:l: He" be granted and defended: too.. For fo; were 
i. the Hebrew Titles from the Modern. Jews. 


4 


AED. 

. - *Tisinotyl:confeſs, worth while to take No- 
tice of ſuchStuff as this,and Iam really aſham'd 
of the Digreſſion. - But the Peeviſhneſs of an 
Adverlary.will ſomerimes extort a Reply,tho' 
itdeſervesit not;and it may be fit now and then 
rolet the Contentious ſee their own Folly and 
Frowardnels. 

I concludethen that the leaving outthe Hebrew 
Titles'is no diminiſhing, nor the afhxing the 
L atine an adding; to, the Word of God. | - 

_ 3.It isnotdiminiſhing from theWord, when 
we,intending to feed'the flock of Chriſt with 
the ſincereMilk of theWord,read ſome few Ver- 
. ſes of a Chap. omitting the reft for that time. 
The foremention'd Writer excepts againſt the 


reading theEpiſtles andGoſpels,telling us,thus. »e z. 
© That 'ris a curtailing or mangling the Scrip- p.ge 44 


© tures,that thereby they become quite another 
<thing than the Evangeliſts intended in the 
<<. Goſpels, or the. Apoſtles inthe Epiſtles,alco- 
< gether ruining the Scope and Connexion in 
« divers places. It.is the manner of ſome Men 
to accuſe ſtoutly , / and in the general without 
offcring any, ene. Inſtance ro ſhew the Truth of 
their objeftion. For tho' nothing be prov'd, 
yet:-ſomerthing will ſtick, and at this rate who 

can hope to be found innocent ? 
Bur it might upon ſecond Thoughts have 
beenremembred; That theDiſſenters eraſelves 
7 ee es: olt-times 


= « uy 
| pena ate 
yet f ailing 42 


. not divided by ST Thee 
"bers, 2s well ket incotheſt ſhorter Paragy hs 
- or Seco, which we callEpiſties andObipe 
* that there is 3 Connexion many times'between 
Chapter and-Chapter, and yet the reading: df 4 
le Cha; ter is not accounted a makingthe 
"Senn Lure" | 0 become « quite another thing than 
\Wasir intended Lavidedem dem Reftusderigat;; Athin- 
_pim Albia.” por it might hive beer renicm- 
* bred,that there are rwo forrs'of Setifes: i in ever y 
"{ſnall Seftion of Seriprure.” Ty7 Ne. 
; 1. ARektive; Leong Lo oy 
Independ ao Gai, Thy 
Relatlye Senſe (it's eu) at be underſtdol 
without the' Neighbouring Parts ;' but how- 
Evers not chordby! ite-rnin'd., In fa ing 
the Geatfermin bn omg abr fk 
© ing too'milch, prov'd fiothibg' at "agai 
'» is. For to onlit i | peo to: _ / Abdi: 
i 200068 a ahlch 1$ 


qo rv EY Eli We- 
RE? : ied Veltite: whole" Bouks,” moe 
Ws lome of NG ode Fſahn withoir TRIO 1- 
tt 15 HPO IE boy | 
0 any then f he Diiferiters'can Thow any 


One 


C7599 * 


one: Epiftlepr. Galpel, herein cheRelative Senfe 
is alrogttes.ruin dl, or the ſeparate Senle in any 
einjurd;.l Promile. then ro: ſubſcribe to the 
ObjeQors:j in phis agd all others his raſh 
I © ating When,©.Lord, O when ſhall 
L iro apePrece and Sincexity upon the 
Lp (When Chall- all unnecellary Squabbles 
ceaſe from'among us Men ? 
+. It is nor adding to the Word, when ſeveral 
Pallages tending ;0the ſame purpoſe, tho' found 
ia diſtans. places, or different. Books of Scripture, 
yet. are calk intoone complex, Sentence or Sea- 


rences, 45it weredepending.one of another, The Ubi $u- 


fo oft mention'd Gentleman - Qbjects; That ins 
the. Liturgy. Tranſlation, of, the: Pſalms, three whole 
verſei are faſted mia thec1;qth Plalm munediately af- 
ter thy, $4 GRTORY run; thus & Their Thegat js an 
« pen Sepul SAulte wi ir Tongues have they 
1 deceiv'd thee; Poiſon * Aſps is under their 
© Jap: hich bllays, ha)ace-09t in any of che 
6 ; Origina) Gopics; uthold hers. Pray, ; Have 
nok the. Bnet ny Sn;men of the New .Tcta- 
ment quoted ſomg Texts out of che Old from re- 
mate Placet and Aythars,cyiſting 'em together 
25 Oe FALIFE: 284, comp! ex Pallage 2 DNoubclels 
there are Examples gf this kind to; be mer with ; 


[. will CONLERE INY, , (e with a ſingle ane. Tm 1 Cor.  - 
ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying that is written, Death 5% ** 


*/ wallow's, up ra. V tory, 0 Deatb, where is thy Sting? 
Q 


(8) 

0 Grave where is thy Viflory ? And yet this Saying, 
being borrow'd Part fromtheProphet I ſay,and 
12.25. 8. Parc from Hoſeab, is by St. Paul cited as one ſin- 
ny 12. gle and intire Teſtimony of Scripture. In like 
14 manner,theſe threeVerſes are to be found at leaſt 
ſcatter'd up and downin the Book of P/alns, part 
See 1/59. in the 5th P/. gth 0. and part in the 14oth Þ/, 2d . 
7q 3 and 3d Verles. x | 
32. If this anſwers not Expe@tation,[ add further, 
That St. Paul in the 3d Chap. to.the Romans, has 
ſubjoyn'd the 3. Objected Verſes, immediately 
to the 3d cv. of the 14th P/. © As ir is written 
<« (fays he,) There is none that doth good,no not 
© one: Their throat is an openSepulchre & ſo on 
<« to the endoof the three objected Verſes. Surely 
St, Paul's Epiſtle to the Rom, may art leaſt excuſe, 
if not juſtifie, this ſuppos'd : Alteration of the 
Pſalms, It is rather to befeared thatthe Objetor 
himſelf had a deſign upon the Fepuce : Whilſt 
he is accuſing us for adding thereto;himſfelfis di- 
miniſhing from' it ; and rather tlian ſpare- us, is 
calling into Queſtion 'the great - Apoſtle of the 

Gentiles for adding to the Word. 
But above all, with what Effrontery could this 
learnedMan & ſkill'd in theOriginal Languages 
(as he pretends, )tell his Readers,that thoſe three 
Verſes are not in any of theOriginalCopies ? Per- 
haps his own Party has hitherto beliey'd him, 
but if they will give meleave,llopen theireyes 
in 
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| in.2,yery few:;words. For (not to take Notice of 
| that. abſurd -ſayingOriginal Copies, which he would 


#4 


or ſhould haveſaidCopies of theOtiginal, )whar 
arewe to think of theGreek? That certainly isto be 
accounted One of the Originals,if there be more 
than. One,as himſelf ſeems to intimate. And there 
I read Juſt as I read in the Liturgy Tranſlation, 
and as I read in St. Paul. Again I might ſay with 
the learned Yoſſius, that the GreekCopy,for ought 
I know,is of as good Authority as the Hebrew at 
this day is,and tor my Reaſons [ ſend you to his 
Hiſtory of the 70 Tranſlation: Only take this a- 
long with you, that (as has been already noted) 
St., Paul(which alſo the other holy Writers of the 
New Teſtament generally do in other places) 
follows the Greek, and not the Hebrew Copy in 
citing this 14th Pſalm, which is no contemptible 
Argument for the Authority of the zo. Tranſla- 
tion. Briefly,we have this further Advantage on 
our {ide,that 'tis moreProbable thethreecontro- 
verted Verſes might be left out of the. Hebrew 
Copies, by the careleſneſs of the Franſcribers, 
than thruſt into the Greek by the Tranſlators. 
"Tis. eaſter (ſuppoſing 'em both honeſt and fin- 
cere) for Tranſcribers to omit,than Tranſlators 
to add ſo. much together of their own head. 

5. 'Tis not adding to, nor diminiſhing from, 
nor corrupting the Word, when we Tranſlate it 
into Vulgar. Tongues. All Chriſtians have done 
C {o. 
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ſo. Yea theRomaniſts *emſelves in formerAges tid 

ſo, tho' of late,they have been contraty minded. | 

fot fear forſooth of miſtaking the Word, or cor 
Anaitaſius ruPting it. O Fools and ſlow of heart ! One of the 
Parr d Ancients has afirm'd,thar _ v1 of the Scrip- 
1-2 tures into many Languages, is the way to preſerve 
ag g' em ns Beledea welt dothey ſuffer eWorld 
Murarun to beTranſcribed orPrinced at all or in anyLan- 


lingus guage ? Doubtleſs the Word of . God may be 
Scripts eofrupred by Tranſcribing orPrinting it,as well 


' - Tranſlata 


wecer falſa as by Tranflating ict. Tranſcribing we khow was, 
ſeque S&Printing now a days is theWork often of igno- 
ps 9 rant & mechanical Men, who ate more liable to 
ron Pre- miſtakes: : but Tranſlating 19 the buſineſs of the 
faelyE \ earned. Ay,but St. Jerom confeſt himſelf ſubject 
3 to tnifſtakes in Tranſlating the Scripture. Very 
g00d ! and yet heTranſlated ir for the uſe of the 
Latine Chriſtians, and his Tranſlation is for the 
moſt part read unto this day. Why then may fot 
a Learned Prieft-or Biſhop now a days retiderit 
into the-ſralian, as well as Jerom lormmierly did into 
$:.1. 4. the Late ahd Da'matick ? As Sti'Chryſoftom into 
< 33- the Armenian, As Wiphilas into the Gothick,Or as the 


S: ; {. 6. ”. . . . 'F . _ py . 
j # ; Ancients did every one 1ato his own Tongue. 


Phiſh. 1 For it was anciently doneinto many differem: 
bd 3H « Tongues fays Hr/ychins of Jeruſalem : Into 7 2. 
id. « ſays Anaſtaſius of Antioch : Inro innumerable 
{© Tongues fays St. Chry/oftom : Inzo the Langua- 

of EN hos of theEarth,thathad receiv'd 

" 7 the 


w" BESO! | 


(-1E.) 
"che Faith, ſays Theodoret: Yea into every Tongue 
« under the Sun ſays Euſebius. In ſhort even at this 
day,” we have a Noble Monument of the Judg- 
ment and Practice of Antiquity, I mean the Po- 
lyzlxt Bibles : So that the Catholick Church inthe 
Primitive Times,might bave faid as theJews did, 
24 Afts, That they beard and read every one in his own 
Tongue the wonderful-Works and WORDS of God. Bur 
ſetting aſidethis, that it ſhould be lawtul and lafe 
to have the Scripture Tranſlated into. Latin only, 
is tome a ſtrange Paradox, For what Priviledge 
has God beſtow'd on the Latin more than on o- 
ther Tongues ? All certainly one as wellas the'o- 
ther are capable of Miſtakes and Corruptions; 
The Hebrew indeed had once theHonour of bu- 
ing the Holy Language and (as I may fay,) the 
1nmediate Vehicle ofthe Divine Will. TheGreek 
ſucceeded. next into it's Room. The reaſon of 
both is obviouss The Word! of God: was 
firſt directly intended. for the Ifraelites only , 
therefore firſt wrote incheir Tongue; Afterwards 
for the whole World, therefore wrote in-the moſt 
Vulgar andCommon Language the Greek. Yet ſo 
as that by degrees it was Tranſlated into- every 


Language,to the end,that the Knowledge of the Lord 17 1 :. y. 


might cover the Earth, as the Waters cover the Sea. 
The Inſcription on theCroſs was wrote inZy- 
tin,'Frue!But 'twas by the command of Pontius Pi- 
late, that accurſed Crucifier of our Lord, ia. hio- 
nour of his ownLanguage, and for the better in- 
QC 2 formation 


(12 ) 


Hi Coun formation of the Romans, Yet who can ſay that 
23 Men. the Evangeliſts in their Greek, and inſpired Hiſto- 


ries, continu'd it afterwards in the ſame Latine 
Tongue ? I never yet ſomuch as heard of anyM. 
 S, or Printed Greek Teſtament with the Latin In- 
ſcription retain'd in it. Moreover we know that 
as no Hebrew nor Greek,lo no Latin Bible is anO- 
riginal ;nor indeed is there any ſuch thing as an 
Original at this day. All our Bibles, in whatever 
Language,are either Tranſ]ations or Tranſcripts, 
which is the ſame thing to our preſent purpole, 
both,as I ſaid, being liable to miſtakes. : 

Finally,then theWord of God is his Word, be it 
in what Language it will,and as much theWord 
_ of God inone;as in another,there being(asl have 
faid)no Original at this day. Briefly, one may 
add or diminiſh in Tranſcribing andPtinting,as 
well as in Tranſlating : Therefore eicher both or 
neither are to be laid aſide. 

6.It is not adding totheWord, when a newPro- 
pher arifing, delivers ſome further Meſſages to 
che Churches, which are afhxc to the: Canon of 
Scripture. For the Rule in theText runs thus, Thox 
ſhalt not add, ſpeaking unto-us Men, Nevertheleſs 
God "may add to'it when ever he' pleaſes, and 
whatever he thinks fir. Sothat all the following 
Books of Scripture were, notwithſtanding my 
Text,added to theCanon unto the end of the Re- 
velations, where(for ought we yet know)ctheBook 
FHP 4-50 is 
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iS ſhut up in theſe Words.<* For I'certifie unto e- 


© very Man, that heareth theWords of the Pro- x. :2. 
.**-pheſie of this Book ; if any Man ſhall add unto 8. '2 


**.theſethings,God ſhall add untohimthePlagues 
'*© that are written in this Book: And if an 
«©, Man ſhall take away from the Words of the 
*© Book of this Propheſie, God ſhall take away 
<4: his Part 'our of the Book of Life,and our of the 
< HolyCity,and from the things, which are writ- 
<« ten inthisBook. Whichbrings meto the 2.Head; 
.{c.'To ſhew poſitively when we add or diminiſh 
ought from the Word of God. And fiſt of Di- 
minithing;! of +; E 

' 1. Then we diminiſh from the Word, when 
wecaſtaway any,never ſo little Part of it. Won- 
dertulwas theCare of the: Jeps herein,andReligi- 
ous they weretoSuperſtition(asmay be-thought) 
counting the very Letters-of theBible to preſerve 


it intire. Hereunto our Lord. alludes----Till Hea- yy, - 


-ven and Earth paſs away not ant jott or title ſhall paſs :8- 
from the Law Where tho'' he is not ſpeaking of 
the outwardLetter as Inow. am, but of theIntrin- 
ſick and Myſtical Truths, which were to be ful- 
filled inChriſt,and eyer to remain in force : Yet 
(however) he ſuits his Exprefſion unto the Jews 
Curioſity-in keeping the . Word from being di- 
miniſhr i the leaſt Point. 


| X 
But yet Intereſt has a Byas. Inftance M. has ou. cm 


charg'd the Jews home with this PraRtice inſtan- 3-2 
whe cing 


C14.) 
cing in ſeveral Paſſages out of Ez; Neh, the 7/al. 
- Iſa, Jer. and Bxek. that were expung'sd; becauſe 
they feem'd roo plainly ta poinit at Jelus;:Chrift. 
And all 'the World knows thePapilts, in their Ca- 
reehilia atleaſt, have aſſum'dand exercis'd alike 
e Xpurgatory Power,upon the lecondCommand- 
merit.” Muek more, .- 
+. Then we diminiſh froniche Went; when 
we reject whole Books,as theSadducees and Sama- 
ritens-of Ole did alt: bur che .5.. Books of Moſer, 
2nd as many over/Subti} and Wickedly Caitical 
Wics zrnong.theChriftianshave dohe, calling in- 
ro Queſtion many intire Books of che New: Te- 
RR and fome there ate' who. have endea- 
61r#to eafhiere em all. Bur, ©... © 
3: We-diminiſhfrom thoWecd, when we lay 
it- te: as nat a'Neveffary, ornocthe: "Supreme 
Rule of Paith. Fhis+st0/diminith from. ic's Au- 
chority. Some-either Weak ov bIypocritical Chri- 
ſtians-in Times of Old deliver d\uptheirBiblesto 
thei Perſecuters, and fobſorloang were Brand- 
ed with that: diſgraceful! Name: df Fradicors, 
Fraitors. And: Jdequattiontel they had, ar might 
have had,the uſual-Exeuſes-at hand; which. are 
currantnow adays..# That they: hadthe Light 
« within 'em, to-guilde* em invq all Trac; That 
* they had otherLightswikhour 'em, The: Writ- 
© ings of Holy -and' Ecarned Men,. The'aſfi. 
« Rance of Bilkops andPricfisand the'infallible 
«© Popes, 


Crs) 
«Popes, The daily: 'Converſfation of the Faich- 
« ful, andthe Decrees of Councils to direct and 
<« jhſtru&: 'em :- Mofeover, thac the Truths and 
« Myſteries of the Goſpel(whatever became of 
&« of the wrictenWord)mighrt be tran{mitted by 
« Oral Tradition unto Poſteriry ; and upon the 
<< whole matter, that there was no neceſlity of 
« the written Word of God. Buttheſe new Pre- 
rexts, notwithſtanding the Church, condemn'd 
their Treachery ! All which ſhews that-in. the 
Judgment both of rhe Church,and of thePerſe- 
cuters too, neither the Light within , nor che 
Writings of HolyMen,nor theDecrees of Coun- 
cils; not'the inftMibility of the Popes, nor Oral 
Tradition, nor 8H of 'em, were. ſufficient co up- 
hold the DoReine of Chriſtianiry '; and thisde- 
monſtrates the neceflity of the written Ward of 
God, 8& that 'tisthe onlyNeceſſary andSupreme 
Rute of Faith 7 jak 
"There is 4'pernicions Law among, the /Ro- 
meanifts;forbidding the People to Read theScrip- 
rure, which isa great Diminurion of atleait the 
| kar the Sufficiency and: Perfpicuiry of rhe 
- *Tis pretended that it was found, certr/fams Conci!. 
Experiments, that ignorant and malicious Men 
gd irnprove it unto Ercours-andHerefies by mi- &c. 
ſhaking or depraving its ntcaning But this is a 
meer” ſhift. ro- pallire the Injury done to _ 
;  _ Wor 


Tr:d.Bel- 


larmin. 
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Word of Gad,contrary:tsthe' ſenſe 4nd pradtice 
of all Antiquity. : For our-Predeceſlots ic the 
Faith, | mean, the Ancient Fathers, this Obj. 
notwithſtanding, were wont conſtantly. trocall 
upon all- the Faithful wirthoar diſtiaction to 
read the Word, telling 'em, © It was not like 
« Plato's Philoſophy , or Pzthagoras's Cryptical 
« Diſcipline, calculated for the Meridian of a 
« few of che Wiſer Sort ; but fitted and deſign'd 
« for allto read-and to underſtand,for theWilſe 
« and for the Unwiſe,for Kings of the Earth 8 
« forall People, for Souldiers and for Lawyers, 
« for Monks and'for Citizens of the World, for 
<« Prieſts and Laymen; ;for Husbandmen and 
« Mariners; Artificers and Labourers,for Young 
«© Men and Maidens, Old Men and Children, 
« andin a word for all Qualities, Ages, Sexes, 
<« Fortunes and Degrees of , Men whatever ; to 
« beread in Publick and in Private, and at all 
< times, ' as well at Honje as Abroad, in the 
&«& Church,and inthe Fields, and intheDeſarts, 
« and.inJourneys,& in a word in every place. 
. ' Shall by the way,crave leaveto offer. you a 
Demonſtration (of my own for any thing that [ 
know) againſt 'our Adverſaries certiſſumum;Ex- 
' perimentum ,' and! that our of the Scripture ic 
ſelf roo, becauſe I am now pleading 1nits behalf. 
See thenthe-ſecondEpiſtle:of Peter 1. chap. 19; 
V. We have alſo a mare ſure word of Propheſy where- 
Fen, unto 
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wnta:ye .do Tell to take beed as unto a Light that ſht- 


neth in a dark place, compar'd with the 16.0. of 


the $d-chap. of the ſame Epiſtle, 4s al/o in all Eis 
E piftles, our beloved Brother Paul has written Speak- 
mgm: em of theſe things in which are ſome things bard 
to be -under ſtood, which they that are unſtable and un- 
learned wreſt,asthyy do all theotberScriptures unto-their 
own Deſtruction. Out of which Paſlages I argue 


this ; © That which Peter the firſt Pope or Bi: $:e 4th 
Col. 16.& 


I7. As 


© ſhop of. rome (and Paul too) commended and 
© encourag'd the People to,( fc. to take heed or 
«ro give attendance unto the reading of the 
* Word, although it was known by molt cer- 
« tain Experience,that ſome wreſted it toErrour 
<« andHerely,and to their own DeſtruQtion)that 
© ought not now be deny'd the People, becauſe 
* for{ooth there be at this day alſo ſome. among 


Ii, 0. 


« tis that wreſt it totheir ownDeſtrudtion: That - 


&« which was nota competentReaſon untoPeter, 
© cannot be a ſufficient Warrant e;nto hisSuccel- 
< {ors,to deprive the People of the Holy Sccip- 
*« tures: What Peter could not, would not,do,the 
© Popes at this time of day cannot,ſhould nor, 
© prelume to do... | TN, 
But above all,to advance a Supreme Infalli- 
ble and Independent Authority in the Church, 


not Subordinate, yeaSuperiour,to theScripture, 


with liberty even to. contradi&t it, is certain}y a 
diminiſhing of theWord,that.is, itsSoveraigutye 


The 


þ 
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"T 1s F | 
The _ of the Word is like God himſelf, 
nec parem fert nec ſuperiorem, 

TheScripture is the intire body of cheDivize 
Law, whothen ſhall dare to Diminifh ought 
from it, or thwart its Definitions?Hethattouches 


a ſhare in the Legiſlative, yea, and makes hime 
felf Superior even to God himlſelt. 
It was then an impudent Preſumprtion, crimen 
eſe Mapeſtatic in'theCouncil of Conſtance, ro take 
*em todecr=e with a xon-obſtante, that tho' 
the Scripture ſays, Drink ye all o this,yet the La- 
xy (to whom alſo they confeſs it was ſpoken) 
Mall not drink thereof. Thus they made the 
Word ofGod of noneEfte@ by theirTraditions, 
reaching for DoQrines the Commandments of 
Men, gb declared *emſetvesabove JeſusChriſt, 
thar Canon being fet above his Word by their 


%, own acknowledgment. And thus the Will and 
: the Wiſdom of Men took place of the Wiſ- 
"A dom" 'and Willof God. 

s " "What ſhall wethen think of thoſe ,who equal, 


nay prefer, the private Spirit ofthe Pope, and 0- 
therstheLight within 'emlelves,before theWord 

of God? St. Peter and the Believers he wrote to 
certainly had the Lighe within, and theSpirir in 

|  » Dp. 1.ay "eee abundance as-Any Ac this eime of day 
"2 wh, 1.2% 2% ay prevend : AT] heels his mo IN 
Mal fel 10 ns. ET ha ec; & more- Mars Ward of Prop 
"4108 f bepetoita: the do well to take heed. J 


os. 


the apple of Gods Eye:He claims(as I'may ſay) 
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Tho' he had the Spirit andLight within,tho” 
he had the Honour. and Advantage of ſeeing 
Chriſt Transfigur'd,and hearing the Voice from 


Heaven,ſaying----This is my belovedSon : Yet for ». 18. 


the proof of that veryPropolition himſelf relies 
and exhorts the Faithful to rely rather on the 
Word of Propheſy,the Scripture,as a more ſure 
Teſtimony. Surer than what ? Why ſurer than 
any private Spirit or private Interpretation, tho' 
of the Infallible peter himſelf : Surer than ſeeing 
Chriſt's Transfiguration: Surer than hearing the 
Voice from Heaven : Surer than theLight with- 
in.So that theLight within and all otherLights 
wirhout were Darkneſs, unleſs they.cook heed 
ro that more ſure Word theLight ofGodsWord. 
And yet the private Spirit and Light within, for- 
ſooth, or thatPlanetary and falle Light of peters 
Succeſſors without, muſt in theſe unhappy days 
of ours give check to the plain Teſtimony of 
Scripture, and be preterr'd before it-; As inthe 
ule ofthe Lords Supper, onePart whereof thoſe 
of the RomanCommunion are depriv'd of, The 
Cugkers reject both Sacraments : And theLords 
Prayer many Diſſenters deſpiſe, and 2therthings 
might be iaſtanced in.]n ſhort, what amounts all 
theſe ſpirtualyybymlicys to 2 But the ſetting up 
either that more dimnLighc at Rome,or the-pri- 
vate Light of every Mans.own Breaft at home 
above that more ſareWosd ofSertpture;wherewnto 
we ſhould do well to take beed, This: is juft:\uch a- 

D 2 nother 
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(20) 
nother piece of folly, as if a Man ſhould take 
his Journey in the nighttime by the dimnLighr 
of the Moon, or by his own dark-Lanthorne 
in his hand, refuſing the Light of the Sun by 
Day, which notwithſtanding affords a much 
clearer Light and ſafer Condu&t-to the Travel- 
ler. Laſtly, | 

4. We diminifh- from the word even when 
we preſume to add any thing to ir. For this is' 
as it were to tax it with ſome {uppos'd Defects 
and Imperfe&ions, which we, forſooth, would 
fupply. | 
| Now then as for adding to the word in the 
firſt place. 

1. We add to it when any thing: is tackt un- 
rotheWord not belonging to ir. Thus we reckon 
the Papiſts to have made bold with the Scrip- 
ture, thruſting the Apochryphal Books into the 
Canon of the Old Teſtament. Burt I haſten, 

2. We both add tothe Word and diniiniſh 
from it, when we alter it, eſpecially fo as that 
it carries quite another Senſe than what was in- 
cended by the Spirit of God. And now | am at 
length come to the Point [ chiefly aim'd to in- 
fiſt- on. Ir is to be. bewail'd, that ſo many. vari- 
ous Readings have already beettthruft into the 
Sagred Text, no body knows certainly when, 
nor where,nor by whom,nor on what Occaſion, 
nor upon what Motiveiand Defipn. But I will 
20t trouble you ner my-ſ{elFabour this, which is 


Nor. 
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not now-to beremedy'd.L will rather advertife you: 
of one of a: freſher | Date, which-yet indeed has 
not, / ought' not to' have. the honour of pretend- 
ing toa vatious LeCtion. | 
The cale in ſhort is this. TheApoltles 'emlelves 
had from the beginning exercis'd the Offices of 
Preaching theWord, of Adminiſtring theSacraments 
and of Diſpenſing the Alms gather'd ar the Lords. 
Supper. Bur the Church multiplying and bulinels 
increaſing upon their hands, there happen'd ſome 
Occaſion of Complaint. abour the unequal diftri- 
bution. of the faid: Publick Alms. Whereupon- the 


Apoſtles order'd the multitude, To ſeek ont Seven 4. 6.3.. 


Men of Honeſt report,and full of the Holy Ghoſt and Wiſ- 
dome,whom We(as ſome of our EngliſhBibles have ic 
or). whom Ye (as others) may appoint: over.this buſineſs. 
And:hence aQueſtion may be ſtarted, whether the 
People or theApoſtles did appoint tholeSevenun- 
to the Offices aforeſaid, and by conſequence, whe- 
ther the People or the Biſhops have Authority to- 
appoint the Parochial Miniſters. My buſineſs here 
4 4s not co Argue that Potar, but to Examin into this 
Farious Reading, which I ſhall doin reſolving 
chreeEnquiries. ''- i:  - 
1. Which.of the two Readings is the true. one ?- 
TheReſolution whereof is'very ealy. The Place 


ought to run thus---WhomWe may appoint over the. bus We the 
ſmeſs. Io proof of this(if any ſhould doubt it) I ap- PH 


peal.toallthe MSS andPrintedCopies of theGreek. 
Teſtament, I appeal co all the Collections of'vari- 
QUS: 


ous Readings,l appealto theBibles imo whatover 
Language Franfſlated; lappeal to all cheBugliſbVer- 
fions and Imptefſions till of late, and Fappeal tothe 
Hiſtory of the whole Fact here laid: down, which 
ſappoſles it of neceſſity. The: Apoſtles had hadthat 
Buſineſs of Diftriburing che publick Alms in their 
owt hands fromthe beginning, therefore they(not 
the People)delegated the Sevento it : Therefore 
it's not to be read Je bur We,Bur then the nexc En- 

4quiry is, L 
2, When did this Corruption ſteal firſt into the 
Text? Anſwer, I will not:be/peremptory3in this : 
But ſo far as myDiligence andObſervation(which 
haz not been alittle, zad mannaged with allCare & 
Faithfulnels) is able ro carry me I mult ſay; ctharic 
cxept in'firſt in the Year 1638. Iathar very'Year, - 
Tho. there was a Fair Bible inFolio P rinted ar Cambridge 
Buck,und yyith this Erratum, and this isthe firſt time Thave 
reel Pris yet been able todiſcover the Corruption. ' 
zer: 0 the , By the way, here I muſt bep. your favourable 
1 Confirutionof thi Remark.Iris with rhe greateſt 
latter Avexſion andinfinice Regree,that'I am forced up- 
#4 on this occaſion ro bewray my own Neſt, and to 


mamazer ſpeak out this great Truth to at leaſt the feemaiog 


44:Þrf,Jyiſhohour of my owaierther Univerſity, from 


4s whoſe Breaſts T fickvie albohat dive Knowledge 
tha Pref | ptetend wto.- And this ted in the Preſence and 
#2: the Heating of ſome ofthe moſt Jngenion and 
olghrI catileatn) been ſoriewhathappier in this 

NE: er | Bur 


But, however,as to the Fact ſo it came to paſs, 
that. while the chief Stewards of the Family were 
otherwiſe imploy'd, and the inferiour Servants (TI 
think)ſleeping,theEnemy ſow'd theſe Tares, which 
| have been growing ever finceuntil now. This may 
ſuffice to point at the time when thisExror firlt en- 
tr'd:into our Englifh Bibles, /c. in the Year 3 8.Bur, 

Who then brought in this falſeReading,or what 
Party among us at leaſt encourag'd and promoted 
itfince? 

It is anEnquiry worthy to be made,and a clear 
and full diſcovery would deſerve anHecatomb. And 
tho' 1 willnot promiſe ſo much, yer ſomething I 
have to offer towards it, which tho' it amounts not 
to adireCt Proof againſt any Perſons, yet I think 
may-paſs for a good CircumſtantialOne. To my 
purpolſethen, - | 

1 will not be ſo Pofitive as to Averr, that it was 
at farft induſtriouſly done, yet 1 muſt call intoQue- 
ſtionthe Difſenters, asPerlons ſuſpeRed to have le- 
cretly contributed to the Corruption of thisPlace, 
at leaſt, co the Continuance- and Iacreale of it, 
and that uponthe following Accompts. 

2. Becaule the Alteration happen'din-the Year: 
38. Presbyrtery being then in theAſcendanr, I ſay. 
jult in that nick of. time, when all. things were ia 
Preparation,and tended to theSubverſion of Epil- 
Ccopacy,Scotland having already made a Conlpira- 
cy,and bound *emfelves under.aCurie toExtcipate: 
it, and Evyland, even 2 great part of the Univer- 


fari ES: 


fries *ernſilves Saville Ind6thisſaric excefs'of riot. - 
So that here is/4Oenoutrence of theGircliiftance ; 
of tim#$,and a ſhrewd one OY tuffrct cient to grondd 
a ſuſpicion on. z | 

2: Fhe 22a WAN an- Amy Grvonkd the' 
Difſenters and theitDefign againſt: Epifeopacy: If 
then' ay they maybe luſpected for being willing: 
ro hxve it at leaſt-continu'd and: propagated.” - 

On the contrary, it cannot, withany Colour 
of Reaſon, be imagin'd, that che Epiſcopal Party 
deſign'd 'to Corrupt chis Place, or to:Connive 'at 
it's Corraption; except they{hall-be thought pe 
lones de ſe, and willingly and knaviſhly to-deſtroy 
what they endeavour'zealoufly: ro/ eftabhiſh.Sacan 
(as'onr Lord'argues)'cannot be thought-ro'caſt- 
out 'Satan,and to throw down'/his-ownKidgdom:: 
Nor will anyone ofSenſe believe,thattheEpiſcopal - 
Party were willing to have thar chraft'onr'of+ the 
Scripeure,upon which their:-Chureh Governinent- 
ſcemS$to' be built;Or coſubſtitutein irs zoom; ;\wyhar 
in Appearance overtirows their Politle: | 

4: T batParty oughtin-alll'Reaton'tor beSalpe: 
ted of foul Play herein, who,admitting they did 
not-at firſt oh ſer, purpole;contrive the-Corruprion 
of this place, yetnow;belike;conmrribute ro theCon- 
firming'and Vindicating'i ;-and underithe Colour 
of this new Text of Scripture, afſerrand ſupport 
the new vt pea yarn cw do Church, as 


2113 "yy 


Bur, Hay ha 


Char 


 thren and Fathers fo 


head be poyſog'd 
from 


ich is juſt ſuch a- 
other Reaſon as an Adulterer alſo might give for 


ing prov'd hisPoint as he thought(no- 
marr to ahow)x engebbid hs A 

believe him,. but to turn co their Bibl 
to the. 6. 4&4. _3.v. 


NC Bot. & 
'La the. 6. . where they 
haracter in theſe, Words---Whom 
be Mulrizude of Believers) may 
Buſmeſs. But whether this be a gogd.Cl 201 
has on it the ſtamp of Divine Aathority , let the 
Vorld. judge by what has becn already faid. For 
2 Coneluhon then. I wauldcraye leave to addreſs, 
1. Unto.all che Faihſul in general ; Men, Br 
Far : ME.taentreat you in afew |. 
words, with all diligence, to preſerve the Word of 
God pure. and uncorrupt.. If once. the Fountain- 
the Stream will. be ſo too, and 
rom. chenceſarth we ſhall never be able to diſtiq- 
guiſh berween the DoAriges and Will of God,and 
the. Inventions and Inclinations.of. Men. The:Ad- . 
verſaries of Chriſtianity,with Echgnes EO 
W009 Oe 


appoint over this 
Character,or 
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 endexvour'® emma ehole Hiumeroius F 

and yaris Toons; Whick Tn diriew bf darkliels 
rrinkd at igtGn ince hevetofote ole" int& the Greek Te- 

*-ftarmenit (2s I find ir taRen notice 'of in'a/Learned || | 

iee'to x ite Fakion) Whart ic 6 well hey ſhy, 

\tampetiri ,and*refining'up- 

Wm erg of God at'r i time of day ? _ p 

- morts;to ferve 4 Caule,or to 'draw the'fimple Peo- 

' "ple Inc6'our Intereſts, let notus'(I fay) dare roſub- 


*. 7 C 
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orn'any falſe Witnels whacever, muck leſs'out of 
hs Wotd of Truth; Letiusleave tharvile Arrifice 


x6 vii Adverfaries on both hands. Truth needs not 
hich feeble Supports, but is indeed very intuch dif. 
"parapd and weaken'd | thereby: The” brighteſt 
Truth will receive” prejudice when we go about 
16 eo eſtabliſh ic by a Lie;much more Poittes iri Con- 
troverſy,whenthey ate varniſh'd atid' Waſhr over 
| TH and'fading Colours.” Tis our Intereſt there- 
, ell as out Dity-—'To lay afide all Giilt and 
;Fpverifie; and to feed/our Flocks with the ſincere 

1 Pet. 2b Mi Woof thy Word. To pat aibay'Lymg;and to ſpeak e- 
Eph. 4 voy Man Truth Sith bis Neighbour. Let'us take toour 
” felyes the Example of 'St3Pal----We are not (ſays 
ng'upon'the Corlnthian 'Schiſmaricks) as 

ich corrupt thelWortt of Gol”: But as of Sincerity, 

rn hy dear in the ſight'sf God, ' ſpeak we in Chriſt. 
faith>«--Fe bave rentnced the bid- 
diking inCr aftineſs,nor hand- 
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